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To amend the homeland security act of 2002 to give additional biosecurity
responsibilities to the Department of Homeland Security.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Marc 9, 2005
Mr. AKAKA (for himself and Mr. DURBIN) introduced the following bill; which
was read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
SEPTEMBER 27, 2005
Reported by Ms. COLLINS, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend the homeland security act of 2002 to give addi-
tional biosecurity responsibilities to the Department of
Homeland Security.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE:
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1 SEC. 2. AGRICULTURAL BIOSECURITY.

3 vty Aet of 2002 (6 E-S-C- 361 et seq) is amended by
4 pddine at the end the followine:

5 “Subtitle J—Agrieultural
6 Bioeseeurity

7 “SEC. 899A. DEFINITIONS.

8 = this sthttes

10 etthttral disease’ means an outhreak of a plant or
12 prompt action 1 order to prevent mjury or damage
13 to people; plants; hvestoek; property; the eeconomy;
14 ot the environments

16 ehades—

17 A the seteree dhd proetee of af aetvis
18 relatine to—

19 “ food; feeds and fiber production:
20 or

21 = the processtror  Harketiter  dis-
22 tribution; use; or trade of food; feed; or
23 fibers

24 =Bt o soeht setetees steh as—

25 “{1) family and eonsumer setenee;

26 S et st
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et HersrerHee: o
tamination) to—
) farm or ranch equipment;
with aertetdture: or
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S edete e eoetee o et
poputation; or
=it hrenee the poliey of a0 covert-
means proteetion from the risk posed by a bto-
“Hi htan healths or
of & biologteal agent that eatses an agriendtaral

Federal; State; or loead—
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2 ehiding an employee of & hospital emergency fa-
3 eHityh

4 S} veterinarinn or other animat heatth
6 “H rehated persottek aoetess ot arthor-
7 Hye

9 Foeatioh therts o toentton Hiab os recoontred by an
10 element of the telheence commnity—

11 “2 has expertenced; or may experienee;
12 ahf agroterrorist aet or an unpnstal disease; or
13 “B) has harbored;s or may harbors a per-
14 sor that eommitted an agroterrorist aet:

15 “SEC. 899B. AGRICULTURAL SECURITY RESPONSIBILITIES
16 OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
17 RITY.

19 SEeerRy—

20 B by apnpraE—The Seeretary shall estab-
21 hsh and earry out a program to proteet the aert-

22 ettire and food supply of the Fntted States from
23 aeroterrorist aets:
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Hon-sharie procedhres by whiteh a Federal;
e a biologteal threat; risk; or valnerabiity;
stderine the potential envirenmental impaet of a
response by Federal regional; State; Jocal; and
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8
ment of Homeland Seeurity to identify a bio-
other good that is imported from a suspeet lo-
eation;
ageneies endelines for establishine a mutual

nieal assistanee personnel to a foreien gov-
S to partetpate oo biaterad or

(¢

have
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“) a ecomprehenstve needs analyses
trrald disense or agroterrorist aet;

“ED a ot " enes -

progratit;
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11
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Homeland Security
Food and Agriculture Act of 20057
SEC. 2. AGRICULTURAL BIOSECURITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title VIII of the Homeland Secu-
rity Aet of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 361 et seq.) is amended by add-
g at the end the following:

“Subtitle J—Agricultural
Biosecurity
“SEC. 899a. DEFINITIONS.

“In this subtitle:

“(1) AGRICULTURAL DISEASE.—The term ‘agri-
cultural disease’ means an outbreak of a plant or ani-
mal disease, or a pest infestation, that requires
prompt action in order to prevent injury or damage
to people, plants, livestock, property, the economy, or
the environment.

“(2) AGRICULTURE.—The term ‘agriculture’ in-
cludes—

“(A) the science and practice of an activity
relating to—

“(1) food, feed, and fiber production; or

*S 572 RS
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“(11) the processing, marketing, dis-
tribution, wuse, or trade of food, feed, or
fiber;

“(B) a social science, such as—

“(1) family and consumer science;

“(11) nutritional science;

“(111) food science and engineering; or
“(i) agricultural economics; and

“(C) an environmental or natural resource

science, such as—
“(1) forestry;
“(11) wildlife science;
“(111) fishery science;
“(w) aquaculture;
“(v) floraculture; or
“(n) veterinary medicine.
“(3) AGROTERRORIST ACT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘agroterrorist
act’ means an act, committed with the intent de-
seribed in subparagraph (B), of causing or at-
tempting to cause damage or harm (including
destruction or contamination) to—

“(1) a crop;
“(1n) lwestock;

“(111) farm or ranch equipment;
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“(w) material or property associated
with agriculture; or
“(v) a person engaged in an agricul-
tural activity.

“(B) INTENT.—The term ‘agroterrorist act’
means an act described in subparagraph (A)
that 1s commatted with the intent to—

“(1) antvmadate or coerce a civilian
population; or
“(11) wnfluence the policy of a govern-
ment by intimidation or coercion.
“(4) BIOSECURITY.—

“(A) IN GENERAL—The term ‘biosecurity’
means protection from the risk posed by a bio-
logical, chemical, or radiological agent to—

“(1) the agricultural economy;
“(1n) the environment;

“(vir) human health; or

“(w) plant or animal health.

“(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘biosecurity’
mcludes the exclusion, eradication, and control
of a biological agent that causes an agricultural

disease.
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14
“SEC. 899b. AGRICULTURAL SECURITY RESPONSIBILITIES

OF THE DEPARTMENT.
“(a) COORDINATION OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SE-
CURITY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish
and carry out a program to protect the agriculture
and  food supply of the United States from
agroterrorist acts.

“(2) PROGRAM INCLUSIONS.—The program es-
tablished pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include
provisions for —

“(4) adwvising and coordinating with Fed-
eral, State, local, regional, and tribal homeland
security officials regarding—

“(1) preparedness for and the response
to an agroterrorist act; and

“(i) the detection, prevention, and
matigation of an agroterrorist act; and

“(B) executing the agriculture security re-
sponsibilities of the Secretary described in
Homeland Security Presidential Directive 7 (De-
cember 17, 2003) and Homeland Security Presi-
dential Directive 9 (February 3, 2004).

“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—
“(1) SECRETARY.—The Secretary shall have re-

sponsibility for

*S 572 RS
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“(A) increasing communication and coordi-
nation among all Federal, State, local, regional,
and tribal emergency response providers and
animal health and plant disease specialists re-
garding biosecurity;

“(B) ensuring that each Federal, State,
local, regional, and tribal emergency response
provider, animal health specialist, and plant dis-
ease specialist understands and executes the role
of that emergency response provider, animal
health specialist, or plant disease specialist in
response to an agroterrovist attack;

“(C)(v) ensuring that State, local, and trib-
al officials have adequate access to biosecurity
mformation and resources at the Federal level;
and

“(11) developing and implementing informa-
tion-sharing procedures by which a Federal,
State, local, regional, or tribal emergency re-
sponse provider, animal health specialist, or
plant disease specialist can share information re-
garding a biological threat, wrisk, or vulner-
ability;

“(D) coordinating with the Secretary of

Transportation to develop guidelines for restric-
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tions on the interstate transportation of an agri-
cultural commodity or product in response to an
agricultural disease;

“(E) coordinating with the Admainistrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency in con-
sidering the potential environmental impact of a
response by Federal, regional, State, local, and
tribal emergency response providers and animal
health and plant disease specialists to an agri-
cultural disease;

“(F) working with Federal agencies (includ-
g other elements of the intelligence community
and the Department of Agriculture) to improve
the ability of employees of the Department to
wdentify a biological commodity or product, live-
stock, or any other good that is imported from
a suspect location, as determined by the intel-
ligence community;

“(G) coordinating with the Department of
State to provide the President and Federal agen-
cies guidelines for establishing a mutual assist-
ance agreement with another country—

“(1) to provide training to veterinar-
wans, public health workers, and agriculture

specialists of the United States in the iden-
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tification, diagnosis, and control of foreign
diseases;

“(1n) to provide resources and technical
assistance personnel to a foreign government
with limated resources; and

“(ir) to participate in a bilateral or
multilateral traiming program or exercise
relating to biosecurity;

“(H) not later than 1 year after the date of

enactment of thas subtitle, cooperating with
State, local, and tribal homeland security offi-
cials to establish State and regional response
plans for an agricultural disease or agroterrorist

act that imclude—

“(1) a comprehensive needs analyses to
determine the appropriate investment re-
quirements for responding to an agricul-
tural disease or agroterrorist act;

“(11) a potential emergency manage-
ment assistance compact and any other mu-
tual assistance agreement between neigh-
boring States; and

“Giir) an identification of Federal,
State, and local laws (including regula-

tions) and procedures that may affect the
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vmplementation of a State response plan;
and
“(I) not later than 90 days after the date of

enactment of this subtitle, establishing a task

force consisting of State and local homeland se-

*S 572 RS

curity officials that shall—

“(1) identify the best practices for car-
rying out a regional or State biosecurity
program;

“(i) make available to State, local,
and trbal governments a report that de-
scribes the best practices identified under
clause (v); and

“(iir) design and make available infor-
mation (based on the best practices identi-
fied under clause (1)) concerning training
exercises for emergency response providers
and animal health and plant disease spe-
ciralists in the form of printed materials and
electronic media to—

“(I) managers of State, local, and
tribal emergency response provider,
animal health, and plant disease spe-

cialist organizations; and
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“(II) State health and agricul-

[E—

tural officials.
“l(c) GRANTS TO FACILITATE PARTICIPATION OF
STATE AND LOCAL ANIMAL HEALTH CARE OFFICIALS.—
“(1) IN GENERAL—The Olffice of State and
Local Coordination and Preparedness shall establish
a program under which the Secretary shall provide

grants to State and local governments to facilitate the

O o0 9 N U B W

participation of State and local agriculture security

10 experts in community emergency planning efforts.

11 “(2) ELIGIBILITY.—For purposes of the grant
12 program described in paragraph (1), animal health
13 and plant disease specialists, environmental regu-
14 lators, farmers, ranchers, and any other indiwidual
15 the Secretary determines to be knowledgeable in agri-
16 cultural security practices shall be considered to be
17 agriculture security experts.

18 “(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
19 There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out
20 this subsection $5,000,000 for fiscal year 20006.”.

21 (b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The

22 table of contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Security
23 Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101) is amended by inserting after

24 the item relating to section 899 the following:
“Subtitle J—Agricultural Biosecurity

“Sec. 899a. Definitions.

*S 572 RS
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Sec. 899b. Agricultural security responsibilities of the Department.”.

«
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